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September 29, 2009 -- The Sligo Creek Golf Association applauds the
County Council's 7-2 vote today to keep the 9-hole course open through June 30,
2010. SCGA also looks forward to participating on the 17- to 19-member task
force that will recommend a long-term financial plan for the course by Jan. 19. The
course had been slated to close on October 1.

“We are grateful that the County Council heard the voices of the thousands
of Sligo Creek area residents, golfers and environmentalists who emphatically said
they did not want this jewel of a course shut down,” said Karen Howland, president
of the non-profit Sligo Creek Golf Association, which organized the effective
email, petition and yard-sign campaign that led to today's vote. “We are excited
about the opportunity to join the council in the hard work of the task force.”

Councilmember Valerie Ervin authored the resolution forming the task
force, which will include representatives from the Sligo Creek Golf Association,
Friends of Sligo Creek and the North Hills of Sligo Civic Association as well as
county officials and representatives of veterans’ organizations.

The resolution was co-sponsored by Councilmembers Marc Elrich, Nancy
Floreen, George Leventhal and Duchy Trachtenberg. Councilmembers Roger
Berliner and Nancy Navarro also supported the $150,000 supplemental
appropriation proposed by County Executive Ike Leggett.

“The people in the community surrounding Sligo Creek Golf Course and
golfers from around the county should be commended for their advocacy and the
efficacy of their advocacy,” said Ervin. “We’ve heard you. We’ve hard you loud
and clear. We understand that Sligo Creek Golf Course is really a jewel in our
community. So we have to roll up our sleeves and get to work.”

Berliner, who was the last undecided member of the Council, said he went
over to the course Monday to talk to Sligo Creek golfers. “People were clearly
enjoying it and people from all socioeconomic backgrounds were enjoying it. That
is one of the things that strikes you immediately,” said Berliner.
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Keep Sligo Creek Golf Course Open for All!




